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A very warm welcome to the 
Edinburgh Academy. 

Through our prospectus, and more 
importantly your visit to the School, 

I hope you will see the ethos and 
values of our happy, thriving and 
successful independent day school. 

The Edinburgh Academy believes 
in the all-round development of the 
individual within a co-educational, 
compassionate, welcoming and broad- 
minded community. 

Life at the Edinburgh Academy is greater than a sum of 
individual parts due to the efforts made across Nursery, 
Junior and Senior Schools, working together to be a 
community which pupils, staff and parents feel proud to 
belong to. 

At key stages from 1 1 +, we offer places to pupils who are 
most able to benefit from an Edinburgh Academy education, 
irrespective of financial means. This policy is supported by 
a comprehensive range of bursaries and scholarships and 
details of these are provided on our website. 

We remain true to the values of the original foundation 
and motto; ‘Aien Arsteuein’, which can be interpreted as 
‘Excel Always’. 

I hope you will understand why we are proud of our pupils 
in their high standards of academic, artistic and sporting 
achievement, as well as their compassion towards those 
within the School and beyond in our wider community. 





MARCO LONGMORE, RECTOR 
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Gavin Calder, Headteacher of the Junior School and 
Nursery, outlines the firmly held beliefs and ethos of 
the Edinburgh Academy. 



A warm welcome is always assured at the 
Edinburgh Academy Nursery and Junior School. 

Here we believe that each member of our 
‘family’ will have an experience filled with great 
happiness in an atmosphere of ordered freedom; 
will be encouraged to explore and enquire 
in a variety of ways (from using the latest of 
technologies to the wilderness of our Forest 
School); will gain a rigorous grounding in those 
key skills necessary for academic advance. 



Care, love and emotional security underpin 
our ethos. 

Being responsible for the education of our 
youngsters is a privilege and I would be 
delighted to meet with you to discuss how 
your child could become an important part of 
this vibrant school preparing children for the 
demands of 21 st century life. 

GAVIN CALDER, HEADTEACHER 



The Edinburgh Academy has a very 



welcoming, supportive and inclusive 



atmosphere. A culture of mutual 



respect is clearly evident in the positive 



relationships between staff and 



learners. 



Education Scotland HMI 
‘Professional Engagement Visit’ 2012 
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We seek to develop 
the individual 
strengths of each 
child at our school, and we 
are committed to preserving 
a small school where each 
unique personality can be 
recognised and valued. 



We aim to foster 
in pupils of every 
ability a real sense 
of purpose, so that their 
individual gifts may be put 
to good use in the long 



years after school. Good 
teachers inspire a child 
with a love of learning that 
endures long after specific 
facts are forgotten. 



We wish to develop 
young people whose 
worlds are not 
centred upon themselves 
alone. Edinburgh Academy 
boys and girls are 
valued members of the 
community; commitment 
and a willingness to 
participate are their key 
features. We are proud that 
good behaviour is also a 
highly prized feature of 
life at the Academy; it is 
something that we expect 
of all our pupils. 
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The Edinburgh Academy is a coeducational city centre school with a friendly 
ethos and small class sizes that allow us to cater for the unique talents, needs and 
ambitions of our children. 

As each child continues their journey through the Junior School, they are able to move 
forward at the right pace, growing in independence and eagerness to question and learn. 



A well-rounded education 

Learning is about more than the formal classroom 
curriculum. Boys and girls at the Junior School 
have wonderful opportunities to develop, 
not only through their teachers but also through 
their contributions. 



Specialist primary teachers 

Our primary school specialists understand how 
young people learn and are able to give pupils the 
necessary confidence and skills they need to face 
the new challenges and fresh opportunities that 
await them in the Senior School. 



FACT: 

97 % 



of our Primary 6 children continue to Geits and 98% of our 
nursery children join Primary 1 at the Junior School. 



A long history of excellence 

Founded in 1824, The Academy has a 
very proud history. Around the world and 
throughout history, many distinguished 
figures have benefited from an Academy 
education, including Robert Louis Stevenson, 
James Clark Maxwell and Mike Blair. 



An educational journey 

Academy pupils have much in common, but their 
ability and their potential are far from uniform. 

We treat each one in exactly the same way - as 
an individual. Our aim to prepare children well for 
their Senior School years and beyond. 



FACT: 

4 members of Junior School staff have 

represented their country internationally. 




sport at our 
school. We also 



to do them. We have 



turn into an athletic s 
track in the summer 
and we also have two 
Astroturf ' 



FACT: 




We have twice won the national Euroquiz final 



held annually at the Scottish Parliament. 


















Our Nursery, Junior and Senior Schools work together with a 
shared approach, using the best facilities and teaching available. 



From the gentle introduction to learning in Nursery School 
through the steps taken towards independence in the 
Junior School to tailoring a Senior Curriculum of Highers 
and A-Levels in Sixth Form, our flexible curriculum 
ensures a rich variety of pathways to suit the ambitions of 
each girl and boy. 



Building on strengths 

From your son or daughter’s first day at the Junior School, 
we aim to create an atmosphere in which they are keen to 
learn and eager to progress. The purpose-built Denham 
Green PI and P2 classrooms provide a gentle introduction 
to the Junior School, and in the upper years new tasks 
bring new levels of expectation. 



Personal attention from committed teachers identifies the 
abilities of each pupil, and encourages them to make full 
use of those abilities. New technologies give the pupils 
new opportunities for discovery, while retaining a base in 
traditional learning. 
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Did you know? 

We are building 4 new 
classrooms and an 
interactive learning hub 
embracing the latest in 
technology while maintaining 
traditional learning values. It 
will revolutionise the learning 
experience for the whole 
school which will benefit 
from this new facility and 
provide a platform for all 
children to explore new ideas 
and experiences. 

Traditional learning with a 
highly technological twist. 
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We have a highly 
talented team 
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J of specialist teachers. 
Specialist science is 
delivered to every child in 
the Junior School from 
Primary 1, described by an 
HMIE inspector on a recent 
visit as ‘Awesome!’. 
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Nursery years represent the first 
break with the routines of home, 
the first anxieties for parents. 

At the Nursery School, we make 
sure your child feels secure, has 
access to the best facilities and 
activities, and receives a gentle 
introduction to learning. 



Flexible timings 

We offer flexible timings to suit your needs 
- including out of hours care - and the 
peace of mind that your child is in a warm, 
caring environment under the supervision of 
experienced and professional staff. 



A world of wonder 

Our highly trained staff are determined to 
ensure that the first experience of learning 
is structured, productive and fun. Through a 
programme of carefully selected activities and 
through friendly interaction between children, 
we work to develop in each the confidence and 
the curiosity that are the key elements for later 
learning. Experiential learning in the outdoors is 
at the heart of our Nursery. 
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Our garden 
is such fun 
I play with 
friends, run 
and chase 
and sit and 
talk. I like 
climbing on 
the pirate 
ship and 
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By the end of their time at the Junior School, your son or 
daughter will be fully prepared for the next step in their 
educational, and life, journey. 




They will have worked together with other people, 
both adults and their peers, and learnt how to listen, 
contribute and become good team players. 

Teaching excellence 

Highly qualified teachers provide the stimulus for 
academic achievement in all disciplines, and our class 
sizes and high staffing ratio allow us to recognise each 
child’s unique talents, needs and ambitions. 

Inspiring learning environment 

The Edinburgh Academy Junior School campus is 
next to the renowned Royal Botanic Gardens in north 
Edinburgh. The School is about a 15-minute walk 
from the Senior School in Henderson Row, and the 
Academy’s New Field sports facility is just across the 
road. Facilities include modern teaching facilities, 
the Junior School Allotment, spacious grounds and 
extensive indoor and outdoor sports facilities. 


















I really enjoy science, 
sometimes we do 
great experiments. 
Chemistry is my 
favourite part and 

Mr Zbikowski is 

really cool!' 
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STAFF PROFILE 












NAME: 



Libby Russell 



position: Head of Music 
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Some of our staff come to 
teaching later on in their lives, 
having worked in different 
fields first. This can bring a real 
richness to school life as staff 
have varying backgrounds and 
experiences. Libby Russell, 
our Head of Music, came to 
the Academy after 20 years of 
professional singing, touring 
the world and recording many 
CD’s. Singing and acting in 
London’s west end, and also 
on countless concert halls 
and world stages, has given 
her an invaluable insight into 
performing which she can 
pass on to the children and 
hopefully inspire them to be 
confident contributors in their 



own areas. 
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What makes you smile 
about the Academy? 

Quite simply - the children! 




























At the Academy we recognise that children of all ages have 
a deep well of creativity, and Creative Arts are a particular 
strength of the life at the school. 



Opportunity for all 



Creativity lives here 



are important elements of the school’s 
programme, and each pupil is encouraged 
to be fully involved. These opportunities 
are not restricted to elite performers; we 
invite all to participate, for all can learn 
from and enjoy their experience. 




Drama, art, singing and instrumental music The main teaching building includes an 



art room that encourages children to 
explore a wide variety of mediums in a 
workshop environment, classrooms with 
interactive whiteboards and a purpose- 
built lab exclusively for primary level 
science activities. 



Music is very fun to 
do and as you go up 
through the school it 
gets even more exciting! 
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PUPIL PROFILE: 




I came to live in Scotland from 
Japan one year ago; I came 
with my family. I like to ride my 
unicycle in my spare time; in 
Japan children use unicycles a 
lot. I am enjoying my time at the 
Edinburgh Academy. 

What’s your favourite thing to 
do at the Academy? 

My favourite things are Art and 
Music. I like making pencil 
drawings in Art and I like 
playing the recorder in Music. 

Tell us about your most 
memorable experience? 

Performing in last year's talent 
show. I rode my unicycle in 
front of the whole school! 

What makes you smile about 
the Academy? 

At first it was tricky making 
friends , as I couldn't speak 
much English. Now I have lots 
of friends who make me smile. 




www, edinburghacademyorg.uk 
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Champion facilities 

The School has high-quality grass playing fields and 
two brand new astroturf pitches. Our purpose-built 
sports centre houses tennis and squash courts; a 
sports hall for football, badminton, table tennis and 
other sports; fitness and dance studio; and a fully 
equipped gym. 

Teaching teamwork 

We have a well-established and impressive 
reputation for producing highly organised and 
talented teams. The coaching is of a very high 
standard and all children are given the opportunity of 
representing the School at some time in their career. 

Healthy eating 

We are a healthy eating school and promote healthy 
lunches and snacks. We encourage children to choose 
lunch items they like, with staff being available to 
advise and help them. The children then join their 
teachers and friends for a happy dining experience. 





















www, edinburghacademyorg.uk 
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about 

The educational journey at the Academy is not just about grades. 
The girls and boys attending the school have strengths both 
within and outside the classroom that they may not yet recognise. 





It’s our job is to teach, guide 
and encourage them to discover 
their strengths and develop the 
confidence and determination to 
make the most of them. 

Combining life 
and learning 

The Junior School community 
offers activities including the Pupil 
Council, ECO committee, Charities 
Committee, Junior School Allotment, 
Tuck Shop, Enterprise Group, Wildlife 



Garden, Junior School Magazine, 
Music and Drama performances, 
residential camps and sports galas 
and events. 

Flexible hours 

For busy parents, we offer Early Birds 
Activities, After School Activities and 
our After School Club, which offers the 
children a safe, structured and caring 
environment where the emphasis is on 
helping each other to enjoy their time. 
We also offer a Holiday Club. 




www.edinburghacademy org.uk 
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In the Junior School we are setting down the foundations for a lifetime of learning, 
and we place a huge emphasis on the key skills of literacy and numeracy in our 
context as a Junior School at the heart of Scotland’s Capital City. 



Thanks to our small class sizes, 
our teaching is child-centred and 
personal, which helps us foster critical 
and creative talking and thinking skills 
throughout a broad and balanced 
curriculum, which includes: 



Languages 
Mathematics 
Science 
Social Studies 
Technologies 

Religious and Moral Education 
Expressive Arts 
Health and Wellbeing 
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The transition from primary to secondary 
school can be stressful, which is why we 
offer a unique experience of a year in ‘Geits’, 
following a transitional year in Primary 6. 



Primary 6 

During your son or daughter’s P6 year in the Junior 
School, they will get to know the Senior School 
well through occasional lessons from specialist 
teachers, special Senior School events days and 
robust induction procedures. 

Your child will form strong bonds with classmates 
during this year, culminating in a foreign cultural 
trip and the Primary 6 musical in which everyone 
is involved. 



Geits 

Their P6 year enables children to move forward 
to Geits with the self-belief, academic ability, 
confidence and enthusiasm they need to flourish in 
the next stage of their education. 

In Geits pupils learn within a designated area of 
the Senior School and benefit from the subject 
expertise, including new subjects such as Design and 
Technology, of specialist secondary school teachers. 

This year has its own Head of Geits, whilst also 
benefitting from Junior School teaching input in the 
key areas of language and numeracy. 




www.edinburghacademyorg.uk 
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While this prospectus talks about 
the Academy, our activities and 
curriculum, really it is talking about 
you as a parent or as pupil - about 
your hopes and dreams for the future. 

At the Academy, we seek to nurture and develop your 
child’s potential, creativity and intelligence, expand their 
horizons and provide a foundation they can build on 
throughout their life. And at the Junior School, we aim to 
fully prepare your child for the progression through their 
later school years. 

We hope that our ambitions match your own hopes for 
your child’s future, and we invite you to write, telephone 
or e-mail to arrange an appointment to meet the pupils, 
teachers and support staff who work together to make 
the Edinburgh Academy what it is today. 

t: 0131 552 3690 f: 131 551 2660 
e: admissions@edinburghacademy.org.uk 
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Education is 
the mother of 
both wisdom 
and virtue ' 

John Williams 

First Rector of the Edinburgh Academy, 1824 
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• JUNIOR SCHOOL & NURSERY (Ages 2-1 1) 

10 Arboretum Road, Edinburgh EH3 5PL 
Phone (0131)552 3690 Fax (0131)551 2660 
Email: admissions@edinburghacademy.org.uk 

SENIOR SCHOOL (Ages 11-18) 

42 Henderson Row, Edinburgh EH3 5BL 
Phone (0131) 556 4603 Fax: (0131) 624 499 
Email: admissions@edinburghacademy.org.uk 



www edinburghacademy org.uk 
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